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Stable Beams run at Argonne, 1997-2001
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 Berkeley 88" cyclotron beams
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July 17, 2001 
 
 
 
Dr. T. James Symons 
Chairman 
DOE/NSF Nuclear Science Advisory Committee 
Nuclear Science Division 
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory 
Berkeley, CA  94720 
 
Dear Dr. Symons: 
 
Although the Nuclear Science Advisory Committee (NSAC) is currently in the 
midst of the development of its new long-range plan, the major findings and 
recommendations have already been conveyed to us in your briefings and have 
provided valuable guidance that is being incorporated into our planning.  These 
recommendations address opportunities for significant scientific progress that can 
be realized by both effective use of existing capabilities and investments in new 
initiatives.   
 
Further guidance is requested at this time by the Department of Energy (DOE) 
Nuclear Physics program in the implementation of these recommendations for its 
program in one of the major areas of nuclear physics research, namely nuclear 
structure and astrophysics studies.  The future roles of its existing facilities in the 
Nation’s nuclear structure and astrophysics research program need to be assessed 
in the context of the new capabilities in the United States and elsewhere.  In the 
long-range planning exercise, the need for a facility such as the proposed Rare 
Isotope Accelerator (RIA), with next generation capabilities for exotic beams, was 
reaffirmed as important for addressing the forefront scientific questions.  The 
priority of continued investments in the pursuit of this new facility in the context 
of a strategic plan for this subfield of nuclear physics needs to be determined.  It 
is important that the available resources are directed to optimize DOE efforts, in 
coordination with the Nuclear Physics program at the National Science 
Foundation (NSF), for a strong national research program in this scientific area in 
the coming decade. 
 
This letter requests that NSAC review and evaluate current and future scientific 
capabilities in the area of nuclear structure and astrophysics supported by the 
DOE Low Energy Nuclear Physics subprogram and make recommendations of 
priorities consistent with projected resources and the scientific opportunities 
identified in the new long-range plan. 
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The DOE program in nuclear structure and astrophysics supports operations and 
research at three national user facilities:  ATLAS at Argonne National Laboratory, 
HRIBF at Oak Ridge National Laboratory, and the 88-Inch Cyclotron at the 
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory.  Support is also provided for facility 
operations and research at four university Centers of Excellence at the Cyclotron 
Institute at Texas A&M University, the Triangle Universities Nuclear Laboratory 
at Duke University, the Center for Experimental Nuclear Physics and 
Astrophysics at the University of Washington, and the Wright Nuclear Structure 
Laboratory at Yale University.  Funding is provided to university scientists and 
students for research at these facilities and elsewhere and for R&D activities at 
both national laboratories and universities in support of RIA. 
 
In your examination of these facilities and research activities, please respond to 
the following questions:   

 
What scientific opportunities should be addressed and what facility and 
instrumentation capabilities should be used and developed, including those 
supported by NSF and outside the United States, in order to maintain a 
strong scientific program in the coming decade? 
 
What opportunities can be pursued with funding at the FY 2002 Budget 
Request level ($52.7 million) and an assumed constant level of effort into 
the outyears?  What is the appropriate mix of facility operations, research, 
investments in instrumentation and RIA R&D that will be needed to 
optimally exploit these opportunities? 
  
What are the priorities of the scientific opportunities that could be pursued 
with additional funds beyond this constant level of effort? 

 
We request that an interim report be given to DOE by November 15, 2001, and a 
written report responsive to this charge be provided by December 15, 2001. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
James F. Decker     Robert A. Eisenstein 
Acting Director     Assistant Director 
Office of Science     Mathematical and Physical Sciences 
Department of Energy     National Science Foundation 
 
bcc: 
Brad Keister, NSF 
SC-20 
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        August 20, 2001 
 
 
Professor Bradley Filippone 
Kellogg Radiation Laboratory 
California Institute of Technology 
1200 East California Boulevard 
Pasadena, California 91125 
 
 
Dear Professor Filippone: 
 
In a letter dated July 17, 2001, from James Decker and Robert Eisenstein, the 
Nuclear Science Advisory Committee (NSAC) has been charged to review the 
Department of Energy (DOE) program in one of the major areas of nuclear 
physics research, namely nuclear structure and astrophysics studies, and to 
provide guidance on a number of significant issues facing this program.   
 
NSAC met on July 23, 2001 to discuss this request.  Following discussion with 
representatives from the agencies, NSAC is establishing a Subcommittee on DOE 
Sponsored Nuclear Structure and Nuclear Astrophysics.  This Subcommittee will 
be responsible for preparing a detailed analysis of the capabilities of the DOE 
nuclear structure and nuclear astrophysics programs and a set of recommendations 
responding to the charge. 
 
Members of the Committee are: 
 
 Bradley Filippone  Caltech, Chair 
 Juha Aysto   Jyvaskula and CERN 
 Lawrence Cardman  TJNAF 
 Vijay Pandharipande  University of Illinois, Urbana/Champagne 
 Mark Riley   Florida State University 
 Gene Sprouse   SUNY, Stony Brook 
 Michael Wiescher  Notre Dame University 
 Victor Viola   Indiana University 
 
The agencies prepared the charge with considerable care and I ask the 
Subcommittee to use the Decker/Eisenstein letter as the primary guide for its 
activities.  In particular, I would ask the subcommittee provide careful answers in 
its written report to each of the questions posed on the second page of the letter.  I 
would also like to make a few remarks, from my perspective, on the relationship 
between the Subcommittee’s activities and the Long-Range Plan for Nuclear 
Science, which NSAC is currently preparing. 
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As you are aware, the NSAC Long Range Plan Working Group has drafted four 
prioritized recommendations on budgets.  In its first recommendation, the 
working group recommends that the program be funded with adequate resources 
for effective operation of its recently constructed facilities, for university research 
groups and for the nuclear theory program.  In the second recommendation, 
NSAC gives the highest priority for new construction to the Rare Isotope 
Accelerator (RIA) while maintaining the strength of the ongoing program at our 
new facilities. The desire to follow these two recommendations in a time of 
constrained budgets is one of the principal factors, which has led to this current 
review. 
 
The Long-Range Plan Recommendations have been reached after a long process 
within the Nuclear Science Community and represent broad consensus among all 
the sub-fields of nuclear science.  I expect the Subcommittee to be mindful of 
these priorities as it prepares its recommendations.  Nevertheless, it is clear that 
the Subcommittee will develop a unique perspective of the DOE programs in 
nuclear structure and astrophysics over the coming weeks: both the strengths of 
individual programs, and the overall standing of the program relative to other 
capabilities in the US and the rest of the world.  It should also be noted that the 
budget constraints presented to the Subcommittee are somewhat different from 
those provided to NSAC for preparation of the Long-Range Plan.   Ultimately you 
must follow your own best judgement in preparing your recommendations to 
NSAC on this specific charge, taking into account the LRP recommendations and 
the capabilities of the program as you find them. 
 
NSAC has been asked to provide a final written report by December 15, 2001.  In 
order for NSAC to have time to meet and consider its response to the Agencies, 
the Subcommittee is asked to submit a written report of its findings and 
recommendations by November 15, 2001.   
 
On behalf of the Nuclear Science Advisory Committee, I wish to thank all the 
members of the Subcommittee for their willingness to undertake this arduous, but 
very important, task. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
James Symons, Chair 
DOE/NSF Nuclear Science Advisory Committee 
 
c. J. Decker 
 R. Eisenstein 
 S.P. Rosen 
 J. Dehmer 
 D. Kovar 
 B. Keister 
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Juha Aysto 
CERN 
phone: +41-22-7675825 
fax: 
Juha.Aysto@cern.ch 

Larry Cardman 
JLAB 
phone: (757) 269-5800 
fax: (757) 269-7032 
cardman@jlab.org 

Brad Filippone 
Caltech 
phone: (626) 395-4517 
fax: (626) 564-8708 
brad@krl.caltech.edu 

Vijay Pandharipande 
Univ. Illinois-Urbana 
phone: (217) 333-8079 
fax: (217) 333-9819 
vijay@rsm1.physics.uiuc.edu 

Mark Riley 
Florida State 
phone: (850) 644-2066 
fax: (850) 644-8630 
mriley@nucott.physics.fsu.edu 

Gene Sprouse 
Stonybrook 
phone: (631) 632-8118 
fax: 
Gene.Sprouse@sunysb.edu 

Vic Viola 
Univ. Indiana 
phone: (812) 855-6537 
fax: (812) 855-6645 
viola@indiana.edu

Michael Wiescher
Notre Dame 
phone: (219) 631-6788 
fax: (219) 631-5952 
Michael.C.Wiescher.1@nd.edu 
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Thurs. (9/6)
    BNL (Brookhaven Center - South Room)
        8:00  - 9:00  Executive session 
        9:00  - 10:00 TAMU presentation         - Joe Natowitz
        10:00 - 10:30 Questions
        10:30 - 10:45 Coffee
        10:45 - 11:45 TUNL presentation         - Werner Tornow
        11:45 - 12:15 Questions
        12:15 - 1:00  Executive lunch
        1:00  - 2:00  UW presentation           - John Wilkerson
        2:00  - 2:30  Questions
        2:30  - 2:45  Coffee
        2:45  - 3:45  Yale presentation         - Rick Casten
        3:45  - 4:15  Questions
        4:15  - 4:45  Summary of other DOE LEP  - Gene Henry
        4:50  - 5:00  Gammasphere Update        - Sam Tabor
        5:00  - 5:45  Gamma-Ray Tracking Initiative
              Science                           - Thomas Glasmacher 
              R&D, Status and Plans             - I-Yang Lee    
        6:00  - 7:00  Executive session

Fri.   (9/7)
    BNL (Brookhaven Center - South Room)
        8:00  - 10:00 RIA Initiative
              Science: Nuclear Structure        - Witek Nazarewicz 
                       Nuclear Astrophysics     - Hendrik Schatz         
              Accelerator                       - Brad Sherrill          
              RIA R&D Plan                      - Jerry Nolen            
        10:30 - 10:45 Coffee Break
        10:45 - 11:15 FSU presentation
        11:20 - 11:50 Notre Dame presentation
        11:55 - 12:45 Exec lunch
        12:45 - 1:15  Stonybrook presentation
        1:20  - 2:20  MSU presentation        
        2:45  - 4:30  Executive session
        4:30 Travel to ANL

+�



Draft agenda (24 Aug 01 version)  ANL visit - NSAC Low Energy Program Review
see http://www.krl.caltech.edu/nsac.html for review charge and details.

September 8:            All meetings in Building 203, R150

8:00    Executive Breakfast
8:30    Welcome
8:35    Japanese Perspective                    40              Tanihata
9:15    Executive Session

9:30    Introduction                            20+10           Geesaman
10:00   Research Overview                       25+10           Lister
10:35   Coffee
10:45   Heavy Elements and far from stability   15+10           Khoo
11:10   Proton Decay                            10+5            Davids
11:25   CPT/APT                                 15+10           Savard
11:50   Nuclear Astro/Unstable beams            20+10           Rehm
12:20   ANL Users/ Users perspective            10+5            Cizewski

12:35-  Executive Lunch

1:40    ATLAS Introduction                      25+10           Nolen
2:15    Facility Tour                           60              2/3 groups
        Coffee at end
3:15    ATLAS Budgets                           15+15           Nolen
3:45    New Directions                          35+15           Janssens
4:35    Coffee

4:45    RIA Overview and Science                20+5            Savard
5:10    RIA R&D                                 20+10           Nolen
5:40    RIA Plan                                10+10           Geesaman

6:00    Executive Session

7:00    Dinner at Guest House

September 9:            All meetings in ANL Guest House unless committee
                        prefers 203.

7:30    Executive Breakfast
8:30    ANL Wrap-up                     15+15                   Geesaman
9:00    Executive Session
11:00           Close out with PHY management



          ORNL Physics Division Low Energy Program Review Agenda

        Topic                           Speaker                 Time
September 10, 2001
Executive Session                                               8:00-8:30
Welcome                         Roberto                         8:30-835
Overview Presentations                                          8:35-10:00
        Low Energy Program      Bertrand
        Science Overview        Nazarewicz              
        Facility Overview       Beene                   
        Facility Tour           Auble                           10:00-12:00
Lunch                           Committee with Facility Users   12:00-1:00
HRIBF Users                                                     1:10-1:40
        User Program            Nazarewicz      
Division Low Energy Research Selected Topics                    1:45-5:05
        L.E. Research Overview  Baktash         
        Neutron-rich beams      Radford         
        Astrophysics program    Smith
Break                                           
        Studies around the      Rykaczewski     
         proton drip line
        Reactions with RIB      Galindo-Uribarri
        Theory Connection       Dean            
HRIBF & RIA R&D Selected Topics                                 5:05-6:00
        Target/Ion Source Dev.  Alton                   
        Beam Development        Stracener               
Committee Executive Session Dinner Garden Plaza Hotel           7:00-10:00

September 11
Executive Session Breakfast                                     7:30-8:00
HRIBF & RIA R&D Selected Topics (continued)                     8:00-8:25
        Research apparatus      Baktash         
        HRIBF Future            Beene/Tatum             
Executive Session                                               9:00-11:00
Executive Session Lunch with Management                         11:00-11:45
Committee Departs for airport                                   12:00



NSAC Review of Low-energy Nuclear Physics Program at LBNL Friday 
September 28, Building 50A, room 5132 

8:00  Breakfast, executive session 
9:00  Closed session (with C. Shank, L. Schroeder, and UC reps) 

Overviews 

9:30  NSD Perspective (L. Schroeder) 
9:45  Introduction (S. Freedman) 
10:15 Overview of Scientific Program (I. Y. Lee) 
11:05 Break 
11:15 ECR Development and Cyclotron Operation (C. Lyneis) 
11:50 Cyclotron upgrades and opportunities (D. Wutte) 

Scientific Highlights and Future Opportunities 

12:05 Heavy element physics and chemistry (H. Nitsche) 
12:35 Lunch in 50A-5132 (Committee and users) 
1:35  Cyclotron tour 

Scientific Highlights and Future Opportunities (cont.) 

2:45  Nuclear structure (P. Fallon) 
3:30  Aspects of Gammasphere physics with 
      auxiliary detectors (D. Sarantites) 
3:55  Liquid-gas phase transition (L. Phair) 
4:25  Break 
4:40  High precision measurements of weak interactions 
      at 88 (P. Vetter) 
5:10  Opportunities with radioactive beams at 88 (J. Cerny) 
5:30  Executive session 
6:30  Poster session in Cafeteria 
7:30  Dinner in Perseverance Hall

Saturday, September 29 in Building 50A, room 5132 

7:30  Breakfast, executive session Closing Statements 
8:00  Summary (S. Freedman) 

Other Facilities 

8:45  TRIUMF Presentation (A. Shotter) 

Executive Sessions 

9:45  Executive session 
11:30 Executive session with LBNL management 
12:30 Working lunch: Final Executive Meeting 
2:00  To be determined by the committee


